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This extraordinary work of reference is the most
comprehensive and complete study of one of the most
turbulent and exciting political periods of British history:
the English and British Civil Wars and their aftermath.

i

The 9-volume set contains MP biographies, accounts
of elections in each constituency, and details of the
work of parliament’s committees, as well as a narrative
and analysis.

s The most comprehensive and authoritative
collection of information ever compiled concerning
the political history of the English and British civil
wars of 1640-1660

s The work of more than 30 years, and many authors

s Consists principally of detailed biographies of all of the
more than 1800 men who were members of the House
of Commons at Westminster during that period

s Includes accounts of politics and elections in each Fﬁm%gﬁlﬁij’:ﬂ' PYD ;ma",,“rmga. i
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s With an accompanying political narrative, and a full
analysis of the biographies and constituency histories,
. . Above: John Pym, the parliamentary leader of the earl
written by scholars with unparalleled knowledge of ove: John Pym, the parliamentary leader of the carly
years of the Long Parliament: engraving by George Glover,

the period after Edward Bower, 1644 ('The History of Parliament)
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These volumes contain huge amounts of previously unknown
information about the personalities and backgrounds of those involved
in politics, with fresh and authoritative interpretations of their
manoeuvrings and motivations.

They include new and closely researched interpretations of the lives of
the great parliamentary leaders, among them Oliver Cromwell, John
Pym and John Hampden. They include the charismatic and powerful
men who were the backbone of the parliamentary regime such as Henry
Marten, or the younger Sir Henry Vane; front-rank soldier politicians like
John Lambert, Henry Ireton, or George Monck; and key polemicists such
as William Prynne or Edward Hyde, as well as the lives of the multitudes
of lesser known, lower status figures who came to prominence and
entered national politics through service in the military or administrative
roles in the parliamentary war effort.

The committee articles expose for the first time the administrative
machinery of Parliament’s war effort, together with the factional struggles
of those involved.

Given the detail and comprehensiveness of the biographies, the work will
be vital not only for political historians, but for military, literary, social
and economic historians of the period; while the constituency histories
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make a major contribution to local histories across the British Isles.

EDITOR

STEPHEN K. ROBERTS has been an Editor at the History of Parliament
since 1997 and was Director 2018-2020. He has published extensively

on British history 1640-1660, especially on matters of government and
society. He is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, the Society of
Antiquaries of London and the Learned Society of Wales. He is currently
an honorary professor at University College London.

Top left: The House of Lords and the House of Commons in 1643, the frontispiece from An
Exact Collection of all Remonstrances ... and other Remarkable Passages between the
King’s most Excellent Majesty and his High Court of Parliament (London, 1643) (The

History of Parliament)

SAMPLE

CROMWELL, Oliver (i599-1658), of Ely, Cambs,,
Drul‘y Lane, King St, and the Cockpit, Whitchall,

Westminster,
HUNTINGDON 1628
CAMBRIDGE 1640 (Apr.), 1640 (Nov.)
Co-opted 1643

b. 25 Apr. 1599, ind but o. surv. s, of Robert Cromwell
of Huntingdon and Elizabeth (d. 18 Nov. 1654), da.
of William Steward of Ely, Cambs. wid. of William
Lynn of H.lssingl:mlrm‘.‘ edue. Hllrltillgtltill (Mr Long);
Hunt ing(lnn free sch. (Dr Thomas Beard); Sidney Sussex,
Camb, 1616-17;" 7L Inn ¢, 1618;' DCL, Ox[, 1649.' m, 22 Aug,
1620, Elizabeth (d, ei665), da, of Sir James Bourchier,
Leatherseller of London and Little Stambridge Hall, nr.
Rochford, Essex, gs. (3 dv.p) inc. Richard* and Henry®,
gda. (1 dovp.).” sue. fa. 1617; uncle Richard Cromwell' 1628;
uncle Sir Thomas Steward 1636." d. 3 Sept. 1658,

Civie: common cllr, Hlmlingdnn ? by 1621-30; thailiff, 1626-
7." Freeman, Cambridge 7 Jan, 1640; high steward, 1652-2d.
High steward, Gloucester 30 Sept, 1651-?Dec, 1653,”

Local: j.p. Huntingdon 1624-30;" 1. of Ely 7 1636, 20 July
1638-53;" Hants 17 Mar. 1646-¢3;" Mon, by 3 July 1649-1970;
England and Wales by Nov. 1650-53." Feoffee, Parsons'
charity, Ely jo Aug. 1636." Commr. gaol delivery, I. of Ely
14 Sept. 1638, 12 Aug, 1645;" swans, 2¢ July 1639; sewers,
Deeping and Gt. Level 1 June, 9 Dec. 1641, 31 Jan. 1646;" 1.
of Ely, 13 Sept, 1644;" Cambs, 24 July 164¢;" Lincs,, Lincoln
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Level of the Fens, 29 May 1649.% Ld. protector, F.nglnrul.
Scotland and Ireland 16 Dec, 1653-d."

Military: capt. of horse (parlian.) by 18 Aug, 1642-d.;" col,
by 6 Feb. 1643." Col. of horse and jt. dep. c.-in-c. Eastern
Assoc, 2 July 1643-Apr. 1644." Gov. 1, of Ely ¢. 28 July 1643
5.” Lt. gen, Eastern Assoc. 22 Jan. 1644-Apr. 1645;* New
Model army, 1o June 164423 July 1646, recommissioned
|1_\_- Dec. 1646-Mar. 1649." C.-in-c., col. of horse and ft.
Ireland 30 Mar. 1649-d." Capt.-gen. and c.-in.c. |",ng|.1nc|
and Wales, 26 June 1650-d.; Scotland and Ireland, 16 Dec.
1653-d."" Col, of horse and ft. 26 June 1650-d."

Irish: Ld., It. and gov.-gen. Ireland, 22 June 1649-7Aug,
1652" Commr., for Ireland, 25 Dec, 1650, 25 Aug, 1652.%

Academic: chan, Oxf, Univ, Jan, 16g1-d.*"

Estate: Invested Lyoo and a further L300, Apr. 1642, in the
Irish Adventure, receiving an aw ard of 1,257 acres in King'\
County, Leinster.” Lands worth £2,500 in fee simple to be
bestowed on him by Parliament, 1 Dec, 1644;" all lands
of marquess of Worcester (Henry Somerset) and sons in
Hants to be settled as part of this award, 23 Jan, 1646, to
have manors of Abberston and ltchell, Hants, formerly
of gth marquess of Winchester (John Paulet), 31 Jan,
1646, order rescinded when discovered that Winchester
was a life tenant only, 19 Jan. 1647;" lands of marquess of
Worgester in Glos. and Mon. to be settled, § May 1647,
to include Glam. 7 Mar. 1648." He valued the award of
lands from Worcester's estate at L1,680 p.a., 21 Mar. 1648;
his offer to waive £1,000 p.a. of income plus arrears due
for pay, for use in Ire,, accepted by HC 24 Mar, 1648;" bill
to settle lands passed 31 May 1650.” Revised, May 1651, to
restore lands in Mon,, Berks,, Herels, and Westmld, to

Excerpt from Vol 2, page 479 — The entry on Oliver Cromwell
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Above and front cover: The House of Commons in 1651, a cast of the obverse
of the Second Great Seal of the Commonwealth, 1651. © British Library Board
(Detached Seal XXXIX.17)
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