‘Spaces of possibility’: Cymru, Cynefin and Canons Revisited

by Professor Charlotte Williams OBE FLSW
The Amy Dillwyn Lecture

Wales is slowly expanding its literary diet to include more writers of colour and broader literary
representations of ethnic diversity. In tandem, the evolution of the Black British literary canon indicates
commentators are slowly acknowledging ‘other voices’ and narrative projections from such ‘elsewhere places
and spaces’ as they arficulote experiences that challenge monolithic ideas about Britishness and assert their
significance as expressions of the multifaceted identities. Drawing on examples of work from Wales, | am
going to argue for more space and valorisation of what these perspectives bring to the story — in their own
terms — more specifically in terms of being ‘of the place’ and yet ‘out of place’ — but also how they speak to
both the canon of Welsh writing in English and to opening out of the ‘Black’ and the 'British’ of the Black British
Literary imaginary, ie: my own intervention on the Cymru-Cynefin-Canons debate.
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